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Q: What do planets use to download music? A: Neptunes. Q: What goes zzub zzub? A: A bee flying

backwards. Q: Why did the baby cookie cry? A: Because it was a wafer so long. Â  Packed with the

silly jokes that kids love, including knock-knocks, tongue twisters, riddles, traditional question and

answer jokes, and more, Just Joking will be presented in National Geographic Kids' colorful,

photo-driven style. Laughing animals, funny people, and other colorful photos are paired with each

joke, adding an extra laugh on each page. National Geographic Kids' signature square trim size and

candy-colored palette make this fun-filled book perfect for tossing into a backpack to share with

friends at school or camp.
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My son loves these books. We started reading National Geographic Kids books when he was about

six (he's nine now) and I can honestly say that these books have been instrumental in teaching him

to read. One weekend, the child actually read a 300 pg. book (one from the Weird, But True Series)

to my husband and I over the course of two days - 50 pg.s three times a day until he'd finished. I

mention this because last year my son was sent to a reading specialist because his teacher was

concerned that he was reading below his age-level. Although I was happy for him to receive the

extra attention from the specialist, I always doubted that he had any real problems reading because



he read the Nat'l Geo books to us constantly. Thankfully, I was right. He no longer sees the reading

specialist, reads above his grade-level, and even reads out-loud to his classmates at lunchtime.Why

is this so important? Because kids are often labeled as poor readers when it's not that they can't

read, but rather that they simply aren't interested in what they are being given to read. My teen-age

step-daughter grew up thinking that she was a poor reader, too. That all changed when I gave her

the Twilight Series. She read the last book, "Breaking Dawn," (756 pages) in less than 48

hours!There are several elements that make the Nat'l Geo series so appealing, particularly to

elementary aged boys. The layouts are very simple, not cluttered. Each joke (or fact in the Weird,

But True Series) is only one or two sentences long. The font is much larger than what you would

find in a typical chapter book designed for this age group. And the visual images are excellent -

exciting, funny, interesting - they immediately draw the reader in, curious to find out more.
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